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I would like to wish all members and their familiashappy structure. Mr Arthur has been moved aside and imgbe
and safe Christmas and prosperous New Year. replaced by Ms Judith Sturman who has worked faiddal

Express Group and then joined RailCorp NSW in 2808 has
The year in general has been productive and stdlydor the held a number of positions including General Mamage
office, we have 3 EBA’s under negotiation at thiénp, Pacific Customer Service and General Manager Countrylifile le
National Bulk, SCT Logistics, and at time of wrijirwe arethat she is vacating is Service Delivery Executiaad
commencing negotiations with Qube (Chris Corrigafansition Lead. RailCorp is being divided up @adiness for
Company). The surprising eventuality is that thesmpaniessome form of privatisation in N.S.W. | believe thg quite
that you would expect would be difficult to dealthvisuch astelling for the future of V/Line and that Ms Sturmia function
Qube and the rest, have to this point been prafeakiand is to prepare V/Line for privatisation, this witbppen if the
courteous. State Liberals are voted back in. Labor has alresdlysed it

will not privatise V/Line.
Metro

The Locomotive Division has been in dispute with.ivie HR
The Locomotive Division have been occupied witecause someone in HR unidentified has decidetbmmy the
developments at Metro Trains,. The best way to ritesadrivers 1.2 of AGG on weekend shifts from the fpaly period
Metros conduct is they're very careless with thethirand on or after 21 May 2013 as was agreed. It lodkes Ve will
whatever outcome is negotiated with Metro is ne¥er out- be heading toward the Fair Work Commission if sadibes
come they attempt to implement. not prevail.

At the time of writing the Locomotive Division aldy applied There is also the issue of Superannuation adjugsrfen the
to the Fair Work Commission because of Metros gitsnto drivers on the various defined benefit super sclsearal the
try to degrade standard of driver training to anpthat it could issue of taking annual leave at a lower rate ofthay normal.
be described as a inadequate farce. It appeardothatatters It is the Locomotive Divisions view that the longlt principle
of this sort Metro has to be taken to the edgeheffrecipicethat when an employee takes holidays they shoutdlose
before they see reason. We have yet another afipicmoney. This issue has been raised with the newatiRser,
waiting a hearing date at the Fair Work Commisswith R. Murphy; the Locomotive Division is waiting orr@sponse.
Metro on something equally self-evident that Metaoe
required to deliver, and we’ll report further onttee hearingIs there light at the end of the tunnel?
date has been declared.

Which Tunnel, rail or road, is the question? A fast State
Metro has been issued a Dispute Notice regardiagtbposedelection the Liberal coalition were elected on gremise of
new rosters to be implemented on 22/12/13. To fumt, expanded Metro Rail system including the 9 BilliDwollar
Metro has dealt with the issue in a novel fashibrould be Metro Tunnel and new lines to Rowville, Doncasterd a
described as the ostrich approach, for those whoaiknow Tullamarine Airport. The then opposition and thevidinister
what this is; it is stick your head in the sand &oge it'll go for Public Transport, Terry Mulder, had ruled ouil8ing the
away. If this approach continues we may see onehefEast/West tunnel, stating “you can't build yourywaut of
greatest disruptions to train services in recengs. congestion” .

In October Metro was made aware that the proposad mHow things have changed, now we have the libergtiNae
rosters did not comply with the conditions set muthe EA, Government pushing for the East/West Road tunnethat
principally repetitive running and a number of athexpense of improved public transport, for which ttieerals
infringements that have been identified. Thesdtshiere have no Road Tunnel mandate but they do have
identified for rectification at Metros request ot date theyresponsibility to deliver on their election pronisélhe two
have not acted on them. Stay tuned for developments projects cannot be assessed or compared becaukédnals

have been secretive and refuse to disclose thedialaanalysis
We've also been witness to, what | think is one the most of the business case of the benefit to Victoriar payers. The
unprofessional and degrading treatment of one afYbung’s Liberals level of arrogance is breath taking gitlesir promise
co-managers in regards to his termination by Mea®,I've before the election. After all it's the VictoriaraX Payers that
said before, one can tell a lot about an organisabr an will be paying the 8 Billion cost, plus interesgr a long time.
individual by the way they treat their own.

It is my view that the liberals have made a pdditicalculation
V/Line to construct the East/West tunnel with the intamidd shoring

up support in the marginal eastern state ele@srat
V/line has announced new appointments in their rpament



What good is a road tunnel that moved the traffiegestion tonot accord with their personal experience of onetitrain
the westside of the Zoo? The real solution is tddbthe running. The fate of V/Line will be almost certainto be

Doncaster Rail Link, costed at 1.5 Billion, thallweduce the privatised and the uncertainty in regards to emgisythat that

need for a road tunnel and lessen congestion oroHus. It is . .
will entail.

a road to nowhere which is not the answer for tutstate
transport needs. The Liberals want to shackle\,ﬂumorl_an If, however, a Labor Government is installed, wibaniel
Tax payers to the East/West tunnel before the e&dtion , i o .
depriving Victorians a right to vote on it. The Eitals have”ANdrews as premier, the Locomotive Division will pect a
already conceded the East/West tunnel will reqtingher different environment for working people to prevail this
expensive projects to give this tunnel a destimatdod who State.
knows how many more billions of dollars later.

On 19/9/2013, the leader of the State Oppositioanié€l
2015: an important year. Andrews, addressed the Rail, Tram and Bus Uniomanéh

n 2015 " y . I wiline int Council, pictured below with President Terry Sheealyd
n a number of issues that affect us a e into -
focus in Victoria. The outcome of the State Electiall have Myself. Mr Andrews spoke about Labors approacipublic

been decided and irrespective of the political aolof the trahsport an_d his intention to release Labors fd)rmmsport
State Government a decision whether to extend bexiend Policy early in the New Year. The RTBU State presid Terry
the current franchise holders of public transpdltave to be Sheedy, gave Mr Andrews his unvarnished view ofrMeind
made. New Enterprise Agreements will also have ®their conduct and Metros standing with our members.
negotiated for our members in the public transf@mchises personally | believe we will see better outcomes ffablic

that will all be due in 2015. For V/Line and Metrib,the ansport in Victoria under Labor and there will leore
Napthine Liberals are voted back into Governmenlcmesayscrutiny of the current franchise holders and thesal

with some certainty based on their current tactiosl past . : . .
performances there will be resistance to any ehmgerformance which will have a strong bearing onislens to
outcomes for workers in these franchises. Theré alihost Pe made in 2015.

certainly be political interferences from a variefiysources in

the negotiation process. Have Your Say

If you need an example, look at Ambulance Servidgee Due to repeated requests from members that wisgxpoess
Fighters, Nurses and V/Line. The Liberals will done the OPinions on various matters, we have started a sestion in
acceptance of the current practice that allow trendhise this magazine titled ‘Have your say’, all offeringdl be pub-
holders to maintain the on time train running resorThis lished but they will be subject to legal constramegarding
fudging of performance figures to produce on tinetistics defamation and copyright . You are encouraged tticizate
that are almost too good to be true will continEeeryone Py writing to the Loco Lines editor.

involved in public transport knows the statistiaeguced do
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G Injured?
| We Fight Hard for
& . . o2 RTBU Locomotive

| Division Members
) : | We ﬁght for fair.” Maurice

! ' Blackburn
' Call 1800 810812 s

& # 2 # & or wisit ightforfair com . au s

3 & 1 - Free telephone Legal Advice to
& " = # " K RTBULD members
## & - Free standard Will
" . Free first consultation
- No win—No Charge *
& . & *Conditions apply
& # #

! CALL RTBULD RECEPTION FOR
YOUR REFERRAL
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No expense spared $100 worth of plywood
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This column contains poisonous libels and vitriolic slanders, colourful language, nudity,
violence, and smut of a general nature and anything else that helps sell Magazines, if
you don't like it hit the road Mate! Email me at boozeup@myplace.come.ok  or call toll
free 1800 SOD ORF.

Any similarities between depicted and real events a  nd people in some sections of this
column is purely coincidental, so suck it up Prince ss, get over it, use this as therapy and
get on with your life, Sport.

On Remembrance Day we remember

Australia’s  current and  ex-serving

Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel

involved in conflicts, campaigns and peace

keeping missions. Around the world at eleven Expenses #1.

am on the eleventh day of the eleventh month - \jembers who are not at VLP may not have heard atia
we stop and remember those who have fallen

in battle and served our country, we probably current Kkerfuffle over relieving expenses wherebjyLine

all know someone. maintain that they were approached by the Austrdliaxation
e e Office out of the bl tly and queried altbetway th
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow ICe out O € Dlue apparently an que”.e .a eway the
between the crosses, Company pays relieving expenses
row on row that mark our place; :
and in the sky the larks, Drivers and others when aw.
still bravely singing, relieving at Country Depots, whi
fly scarce heard amid the guns below. i i
We are the dead. Short days ago we lived, th.IS may or may not b.e trUthfu" tin
felt dawn, saw sunset glow, o _ will _ tell, (I_ am sc_epucal about th
Loved and were loved, timing of this myself, coming as it did while tMP EA was|
And now we lie in Flanders fields. bei d). it t that th .
Take up our quarrel with the foe; eing progresse )1 _l Occurs 10 me tha e eXPFe_HEB paid
To you from failing hands we throw the torch; under an “Industrial Instrument” and according the

Be yours to hold it high. . . ., . . .
If ye break faith with us who die we shall not sleep, Australian Taxation Office’s Determinations and iRgb

Though poppies grow in Flanders fields. entitled as-
Lest we Forget. . . .

¢ 1. TD 2012/17Taxation Determination Income Tax: wh
HR Departments are the reasonable travel and overtime meal allog

The termHuman Resourcess an sophisticated phrase to ~ €Xpense amounts for the 2012-13 income year?
describe the Master-Servant connection, one of ofigagues2- TR 2004/6 Income Tax: substantiatig
said HR stood for Human Rats which was pointectoute by exception for reasonable travel and overtime n
yet another Driver as an unfair comparison to  allowance expenses.
rats as one is a night crawling carrion eating

decease ridden omnivore and thts upon the Taxpayer to substantiate via sedbasment that

other is a small furry ~ rodent. the expenses were used to cover expenses or Hyateverte
Yet another chap said that it possibly stoljtaxable income and it goes on to advise thaethee heav
for Humanoid Robotics, you knowRe the Termi- Penalties for seeking to Defraud the Commonwealtfact of

nator Model T-800 Cybernetic Organism fl be back” Which we are all fully aware. _ _
fame, completely  devoid of compas- The Taxman is like the Mafia he wants his cut ofirymcome
sion and blindly  carrying out their and he don’t care how you made your money so ydta gay
mission to brutally terminate. or suffer the consequences. o

Either way you look at a HR  Depart- In the final analysis it does not matter if V/Limgshes to ta
ment, you would have to admit the most your travel and Incidental expenses because yourzde the

striking feature of it is that is inhabited necessary adjustments at Tax Time. _

by University Educated Professional®wi an indi- My view is if VLP wants you to go to the bush reiieg then
vidual only enjoy a vague idea about the Industtiyat they they should be required to either pay the expeasexgreed i
themselves have quite possibly never worked irhatdoal- the EA or pay for a serviced apartment in town elos the
face), and the Humans that work in it that theysaneposed toPepot worked at with appropriate transport thrownwiith a
maintain as a resource and hold in a workplac¢ioelship. ~ Meal paid every 8 hours.

There several classic examples around that arsubgct of

lively discussion and ridicule in depot meal rootthese talesEXPenses #2. . .

go into great detail naming all protagonists andaiiably the The other thing that has just cropped up is VLP @oev
HR Professional involved is reviled as a persolitité merit. efusing to pay a meal allowance when relievingaodaily
The HR Department a¥letro Trains Melbourndor instance,Pasis and as a result Drivers have determined ash
appears from here to be so heavy handed that tdieottcome themselves to not seek relief jobs at
is that they've resolved all the recruiting probdefor other other Depots, they, VLP, are also
Railways looking for Drivers, after all they areputed by quibbling about the petrol money
reliable sources to have told New Start Traineevéds that Paid to crews to use their o _
Metro is “Phasing out the Union” and that “HR wiilok after Private motorcar to execute VLPs request to prevesin

you”, weird or what.That's my opinion anyway, yoli ean cancellations, sounds like they're trying to havébab eacH
make up your own minds. way”. Poor old roster clerks are tearing their faait to try and
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cover bush jobs by travelling Drivers for half afslso they will only ever be remembered for all the stuff sl none o
don't bust 8 hours, kind of like a two for one dgau know the good things that you accomplished.

two drivers to do the work of one just because \dant get However now that the Coalition is in | reckon tHegry to sell
their act together, on something that has alreankagreedoff everything John Howard couldn’t get to or didffave,

after all a deal without honour is no deal at all. such as;
1. Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
Expenses Comments Qualification. 2. Australia Post.
The previous two itemExpenses #1 & Expenses #&e only 3. Graincorp.
my opinions and it is not my intention to offer Baon or 4. Australian Rail Track Corporation.

Legal advise, you should consult an appropriatealeas

Income Tax Professional if you have any doubts eedn6. National Broadband Network.

advise. EN.

Thanks Kevster and Jules for Tones.

Well the Federal Election has come and
gone and the result in the House Of

5. Medibank Private.

Among other things no doubt, and | can hear pesplgng
Paul Keating floated QANTAS, the Commonwealth Bamkl
floated the Australian Dollar and Labor in Victorsald the
State Bank to the CBA and gave the Met to the Caarfor g
song, while Jeff Kennett sold everything bar theCl Ahey are
as bad as each other in that regard I'll grant you.
Bear in mind Johnny Howard sold a lot of Commonweal
assets to foreign companies and even governmeitisoui
thought for Australia or our strategic positionAria, we are a
country of 80% Europeans living very close to aorghat ig
not renowned for it religious or racial tolerangest like us
really.
Remember John Howard sold these assets to mostjgifc
governments or floated them on the ASX.
Australian National Line.

Australian National Railways.
Commonwealth Serum Laboratories.
Telstra floated ASX.

Radio Australia’s Foreign Assets.
Privatized several Military roles to foreign omeh
companies.
Nothing changes really except the shade of Bluethef
Government of the day, since the decline Gough Mitand

oukrwnE

Representatives could've been a lot Malcolm Frazer's governments it has become incneghg
better and it could’'ve been a lot worse difficult to determine the differences between the main
too, we must thank Kevster and Jules parties. That's why | sometimes say Laboral forPAlith
for making it so bloody easy for the ALP to losattleven Tory tendencies and Libor for Liberal with a modsstial
Tones can get the keys to the Lodge. agenda trying to soften their image.

Bob Carr was right when he recently said Federhbtdacked In the end you can't trust any of the bastardsaas$ you ca
the political smarts to retain office fothrow them.
more than the usual safe two terms that

99% of governments enjoy, and why N N N A el
Lol Rlely e oo D RUICERUNOLERN (00 so write in on any relevant Railway related subject
an unfortunate fact of political life that y@Y TR RN E U MBI

In Other News

by Rail Express — last modified Oct 30, 2013 02P31

The Federal Government has said it will not fune éhectrification of South Australia’s Gawler ling. Gawler Station) despite the st
insisting that federal funding is necessary forghgject to take place.

South Australia’s transport minister, Tom Koutsaigohas called on the Federal Government to revigsslecision and provide the fundi
needed to electrify the line. Koutsantonis saiti\\eeek that the Federal Government should honomntitments to provide funding.

SA'’s planning department is adamant that it needsril funding to electrify the line, but the needEral Government, in keeping with
pre-election commitments to fund urban road prgjeadt rail ones, says it won't pay for the work.
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Koutsanontis has argued the Gawler line electtificais expected toA number of key pieces of machinery were also losthe fire,
create 600 jobs, and will provide added convenidbcehe 10,000 including a mobile crane and a front-end loader.
passengers that he says use those rail servidesveakday. Zig Zag Railway is appealing for donations from iiduals and the
The state minister said an exchange of lettersrbef® election showindustry, either in the traditional form, on its veite
the Federal Government was aware of the scope ef sfiate (http://www.zigzagrailway.com.au/donation.php), or through the
government’s proposal and committed to fundingefeetrification to donation of specific pieces of equipment lost ine tiblaze

Salisbury. That includes:

But he says the Federal Government now believesttie changedl. 2 x lathes 24" swing over gap and 16" over table

some of the terms of the electrification project. 2. 1 x surface grinder 400mm high 700x300

“For the assistant infrastructure minister Jamieg@si to say we3. 1 x geared drill machine floor mount

changed the scope of the Gawler project withoubrinfng the 4. 1 x 12" grinder floor mount

Commonwealth displays a stunning ignorance of thatestof 5. 1 x 8" bench grinder

negotiations,” Koutsantonis said. 6. 1 x universal milling machine 2000 x 500mm tab¥00mm
“An exchange of letters demonstrates clearly theeFs Government travel

was committed to the electrification project in thmope outlined by7. 1 x turret milling machine 800 mm x 350mm table

the South Australian Government... More information, and continuous updates, are a8l on the rail

“These letters show the Federal Government waslaiedo in no way’s Facebook pagéttps://www.facebook.com/ZigZagRailway
doubt about the scope of the project to which tiveye committing

Commonwealth funding. The prime minister told themier [of SA] $

he would honour contracts already entered intoreefioe election,”

he argued.

“Mr Briggs has reneged on these arrangements arieéibrihe heartshy Rail Express — last modified Oct 09, 2013 02P38

of the residents along the Tonsley and Gawler linds Mr Abbott
was genuine about wanting to lead a Government so@ports
infrastructure then he shouldn't rip the heartafuit.”

The state government has reopened the Echuca t@niba
rail line in Victoria, reconnecting the line witlhe Port of

I Melbourne
o ) The Echuca to Toolamba line offers an alternativete to
" # V/Line's Bendigo to Southern Cross line, which issp due tg
competing freight and passenger schedules.
by Oliver Probert — last modified Oct 23, 2013 GBRM Operator Qube Logistics will now run up to six t®ito the

Port of Melbourne along the reopened line each week
The iconic Zig Zag Railway has been heavily damagedthe state-Other exporters will also have access to the lihehey arej
wide NSW bush fires, just weeks before it was dube re-opened0ooking to move freight from the Goulburn Valley can

following extensive renovations and maintenance southern New South Wales into the port.
After falling into a state of disuse in 2007, thevgrnmen

partnered with SunRice to refurbish the line — al&¥ project
which saw work take place on 67km of track.
V/Line replaced 30,000 timber sleepers throughbetarocess.
Development along the line also included work ab tevel
crossings and four pedestrian crossings.

Work is ongoing — and should be finished by the ehdhe
year — to increase the height clearance alongiteetd allow
for taller shipping containers, a development tbgegnmen
hopes will improve demand for the rail line.

Victoria's minister for public transport, said Edau to
Toolamba was the second country rail line thatgtmeernment
had reopened, and blamed the previous governmenthé
line’s decline into disuse.
“After the 2010 election, we worked with GrainCdtpreoper

Fire went through the not-for-profit, historicalilveay’s key points the Dimboola to Rainbow line in western Victoria.

One of Zig Zag's burnt out carriages.

last Thursday afternoon. “This proved successful in lowering grain growecs'sts, sq
Zig Zag's CEO, Michael Forbes, told Fairfax he wdslobdy when the opportunity arose to partner with SunRice $7.1m
gobsmacked” by the damage done. investment to reopen the 67km Echuca to Toolamha

Zig Zag Railway director, Alex Robinson-Mills, told R&xpress through Tongala, Kyabram and Tongala, the Governmen

that management believed the fire had hit the egilvetween 11lamgyickly acted.”
last Thursday, and 10am on Friday, as this was whersite’s care-The Minister joined SunRice chairman Gerry Lawsan

taker had to be evacuated. ) ; 8

“We reckon it came through right around 4pm,” Robimd/ills said. EOOI.?mb.a Rt_o :\n/le”e;[ lghel f'(ertd trz_atlr? bourt1d_ for SunRice
“That was when one of the old clocks had stoppect-think because, enfiquin Rice Mt to be foaded with export rice.
of the fire.” More than 500,000 tonnes of export rice moved ulgio the

He detailed the extent of the damage, saying sepiees of rolling Port of Melbourne last financial year. It gives mgreat sens
stock were extensively damaged, including 10 pagsenarriages.Of pride to see the first freight train on its way be loaded
“They were completely destroyed,” Robinson-Mills icdsawith more than 1,000 tonnes of export rice,” thaniglier said.
The railway’s bottom-point office and workshop werernt-out, as “Smart, strategic investments like this will erabictoria to
well as its radio and telecommunications systems, electrical andmaintain its position as the nation’s largest fomud fibre)

water facilities, which were destroyed. exporting state, with annual exports worth $9bre sldded.
The top point relay hut was also destroyed.

[¢)




I I % New Zealand city last week.
The train arrived late last month at the Port otkand, ang
was unveiled later at the Wiri Depot, after furthesting,
commissioning and driver training was undertaken.

It is the first of 57 new electric trains schedulednter servic

Passenger journeys on Australian railways increaned4 Dy the end of 2015, replacing the city's ageingselidleet.
million over the past four years — to almost 800liori “This is a very proud day for Auckland Transporékectric

journeys per annum, according to the Austra'asialﬂv\ay train team and for our partners in this Venture,l'JClQland
Association (ARA). Transport chairman, Dr Lester Levy, said.

The ARA's new report, thePartners in the venture include funding partner bhew
Australian Rail Industry RepqgrtZ€aland Transport Agency, another key funder Auuk
features contributions from 2§0unci|, K|W|Ra||, Transdev and the Rail and Mané
rail operators. The association’sransport Union.
chief executive officer, BryanThe electrification project has had a reasonabdstation
Nye, said he was encourageg Period,” Levy said. “I would like to take this opfonity to
the statistics outlined in théhank those who worked so hard, some years agoake thig
report, with activity in passenProject a reality for Auckland. 3
ger, light rail and freight all increasing on theyious year.  “The trains have been designed specifically for idanders’
“This report has shown that passenger journeys aih Needs and meet the latest in comfort, safety astth@ogy.
increased by 15.4 million in one year taking th&alt@nnual “They will be very attractive for passengers witfeit fresh

by Oliver Probert — last modified Oct 09, 2013 @M
Picture courtesy dRail Gallery.

figure up to 784.2 million journeys,” Nye said. mo_dern décor. The seat fa}bric was designed by tlres
The report also shows light rail journeys on thee rigrowing artists to represent the variety of cultures in Waod. The
by 7.3 million in 2011/12 to reach 166.5 milliontistal. interior design was produced from a concept thatsBac-

“If you look back to 2008, there has been a Sta'gge'ncreaseciones Yy Auxiliar Ferrocarriles (the trains’ buﬁiﬂ@l’lglna"y
of 84 million passenger journeys on rail, provingattProduced and was developed by Auckland Regionah€ibt
Australians are seeing rail as a viable transpption now Levy added.

more than they ever have before,” he said. Each train can carry up to 375 passengers.

Nye highlighted to the environmental benefits o tisage That's an increase in capacity from the dieseltfiefe40%,
increase, pointing to the fact that the averagim tiekes 525according to Levy.

cars of the road, “[reducing] carbon emissions hg same

amount as planting 320 hectares of trees. ) * +

“If the growing trend that this report indicatesntoues,

Australia will be on right on track to a greenefficgent and !

more productive future through the utilisation @il,i Nye

1)

continued. P ] #1 $ %

The ARA's report quantifies rail's transport tasts energy "g' 11105 ' ™| 1 '
usage and locomotive profile for 2012, as well aading to "I A G B

light new statistics on how much the industry awtle is | % % ) $

increasing in its activity.

Freight increased by over 8% to 929.6 million tone “l want to be known as an infrastructure
2011/12 with ore constituting for 53%, followed lopal at prime minister,” Abbott told the media af a
33%, according to the report. joint press conference last week. “I want
“This report justifies increased investment inl tai reduce building the roads of the 21st century to| be
congestion on roads and increase productivity acttes econ- a hallmark of my government.”

omy,” said Nye. But the roads-only approach hasn’'t gone
“With only 5 per cent of freight moving by rail eten down well with the rail industry so far —| a
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane rail has the capaaid is sector which considers itself to fit firmly

ready to take more freight between the capitalsfee@lup our under the ‘infrastructure’ banner — a viewpoint Kakasian
congested highways,” Nye concluded. Railway Association CEO, Bryan Nye, has remindetigtime
The 2012 Rail Industry Report is the ninth anneglort of its minister of this week. “Infrastructure can generdle defineg
kind commissioned by the Australasian Railway Agsian, as ‘the set of interconnected structural elem#wis provide

and is available on their website. framework supporting an entire structure of develept’,”
Nye said in the ARA’s quarterly update.
& ' ( “Roads, ports and rail lines are each equally

interconnecting frameworks of infrastructure usedkeep this

; __country moving, growing and getting stronger.”

Iba)fstRslcl)jli(igziegsep 25 Nye said the rail association was encouraging Abaiod the

2013 02:57 PM. new Coalition Government, “to reconsider its ‘roadsmds and

more roads’ ($11.6 billion worth) approach to furmgliand tqg

The first o f consider a holistic strategy to combating Austtaligrowing

Auckland’s new set offéight task and increasingly congested citiesore tha

electric  trai nS’includes rail.” He added that the ARA would be megtwith
pictured, arrived in thePlaymakers in Canberra to discuss the issue.

the



Abbott’s infrastructure position also came undemck this Point machines, trainstops, plugboards, signaide sletector
week from a more traditional source: the opposition and level crossing flashers manufactured by Siemien
Former minister for infrastructure and transpormthony Australia will now wear the trade mark, which canlyobe
Albanese, made a point to encapsulate all areasawzrded by the Australian Made Campaign, a nopfofit
infrastructure in a speech he made as part of dmigpaign to company under contract from the federal government.
take over as the new leader of the federal LabotyP4We Siemens Australia CEO, Jeff Connolly, called theamiva
must build not just roads but urban public transpand dgreat achievement, saying Siemens was the only rr
implement the national port strategy, and the mafidand Multinational technology company to provide tradis
freight strategy,” Albanese said. “There is a caitirole for the Signalling products manufactured in Australia.
national government in our  cities in promotingbam He is able to make that claim because, in May, 8renbough
productivity, sustainability and liveability.” Invensys Rail, an Australian engineer and pro
Abbott expressed his desire to be remembered asMapufacturer in the signalling market.

infrastructure prime minister at a joint press evahce with “The acquisition makes Siemens a formidable padiet in the
federal minister for infrastructure and regionawdepment’ increaSingly important rail infrastructure SeCtOrAUStra”a,"
Warren Truss, NSW premier, Barry O'Farrell, and NSg@nnolly said.

minister for roads and ports, Duncan Gay. Siemens hopes the ‘Australian Made’ trade mark kidhlight
The four ministers together released a detailednbes caselts product in the eyes of rail operators, lookingensure the
for the proposed WestConnex motorway linking Sydmejneet Australian standards.

CBD, west, south-west, airport and port. Making the technology in Australia also ensures gady fo
The federal government made a $1.5 billion commitnte the Australian conditions, and retains local skills dabwledge
project. “I want to give our country the roads atte Siemens argues.

infrastructure of the 21st Century and nowherehis more lan Harrison, of the Australian Made Campaign, whesasec
needed than here in Sydney, our greatest city, ofttaid. to have Siemens on board.
“Sydney is 25% of the nation’s economy. All too esft “Australian manufacturing plays an important role our
Sydney suffers from transport gridlock because eérg of €conomy and an organisation such as Siemens Raifrigjor
inadequate infrastructure development under stadefederal Part of this,” Harrison said.
Labor governments.” “It is great to have Siemens Rail on board the gD
The WestConnex project joins the rest of the Fddskeral Promoting local manufacturing.”
Government's massive nationwide major roads blugpri
which also includes: ( o# $
. $6.7 billion in maintenance and upgrades to

Queensland’s Bruce Highway

. 7 . . by Oliver Probert — last modified Sep 11, 2013 84°M
$5.6 billion to complete duplication of Pacific Hiway P

from Neyycastle to the Queensland border ‘The New South Wales

$1.5 bilion to get Melbourne’s East West L'r@overnment’s call for

underway registrations of interest from the

$1 billion to support the Gateway Motorway upgraue g .

Brisbane private sector for the restoration,

$686 million to finish the Perth Gateway reopening and operation of the

$615 million to build the Swan Valley Bypass on tk@wra Lines (Pictured Right) in

Perth to Darwin Highway NSW is a positive sign for

$500 million to support the upgrade of Adelaide@rti branch lines that under existing cost models haentseen a

-South Road Corridor uneconomic.

$405 million to get Sydney’s F3 to M2 link startbg

late 2014 The 200km of rail line between Blayney and Demdtedin

$400 million to upgrade the Midland Highway iINSW were shut down in 2007 because of poor cooctidima

Tasmania between asset managers, high operating costs anérdaght
volumes, according to New South Wales ministeréads and

& . ports, Duncan Gay.

/ , ! But widespread support from local councils and maym
by Rail Express — last modified Sep 18, 2013 0£R6 reopen the tracks has triggered the state governioerall on
Multinational technology developer Siemens has lzearded the private sector for any interest in the business
the ‘Australian Made’ trade mark for six of itslrproducts.  “The government [will] work closely with the privaisector tg

gauge interest and investigate if the Cowra Linas be
reopened and made commercially sustainable,” Gidy sa
“The NSW Government is committed to ensuring ruaatl
regional rail and road infrastructure — like thenZa Lines — is
connected to provide a high performance transpetwork to
drive economic growth.”

Minister Gay said continued council involvement webibe
essential to the success of the project.

One key responsibility for local councils would basuring

Caption: (L-R) Jamie McDyre (Siemens), lan Harrigduistralian Made), Jeff Connolly CEO Siemens Austra\ndrew

Howey (Siemens), Martin Foley MP, State MemberAtivert Park, and Astrid Wemyss-Smith (Australiandda |Oca| road networks ConneCt efﬁCiently to intermbtbrminals

najo
i
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along the Cowra Lines, Gay said. It's a huge turnaround from February 2012, when dtate
“The Cowra Lines project is an important and inntoxe&apilot government agreed to take on 100% equity in RedidRail in
that could help pave the way for other parts of ¢tade’s rail exchange for a $175m investment in 2018.

and road freight and transport network.” The government’s Public Private Partnership betw@&gtney
Trains and Reliance Rail saw Downer Rail awarded

$ ( 0 I 1 ( contract to design,_ manufacture and maintair_l theigBt-car

by Oliver Probert — last modified Sep 11, 2013 848M train sets (626 carriages) for Sydney’s suburbdamedwork.

Now the PPP is fully financed, NSW treasurer, Miaird,
A truck and train have collided at a level crossimyictoria, ~Says the government could sell the rights to thattg in 2018
injuring five passengers for around $188m -$13m more than the government

' promised investment.

The Office of the Chief Investigator Transport $af@vic) has | € NSW Government's restructuring agreement peill
launched an investigation into the incident, whergruck Nvolved parties with the confidence to get on &l their
towing a trailer collided with a train travelling ithe Down contractL_JaI obligations and we are now reapingbibeefits,
direction on the Warrnambool line at Mount Mori&actoria. Baird said.

The Australian Transport Safety Bureau will assistthe 11is has been a good investment for the state) thie value
investigation. of the state’s investment rights in Reliance Radréasing as

The truck in question was travelling along PettaRead when€2ch milestone passes.”

it came to the level crossing, which is controlbsdstop signs,2oWner struggled enormously during the first haff the
according to the ATSB. project and experienced significant production atadivery

112 passengers and 3 staff were on board the train. delays both at Changchun in China, where its pai@RC is

After the collision at 9:45am on September 7, fressengerdUilding the trains, and at its own facility in @f,
were taken to hospital for observation and preoauti Newcastle, where the remaining 30% of vehicles lzetng
Coaches were used to take the remaining passetwéheir fitted out and tested.

destinations.

Police cleared the site at around 12:45pm, andcg=on the
Warrnambool line resumed on September 8.

Sydney trains for practical completion in April Z)1but the
first train did not enter service until July théldeving year.
However, since that time, Downer has managed to the
2 * % 1 project around into a production success storyh @hina now
_ B outputting three trains per month compared to awaénta
by Rail Express — last modified Sep 11, 2013 0418 month in 2011, with Cardiff’s output jumping fromoaind one
train per month to one train every six working days
The New South Wales 5y ¢ the 78 air-conditioned trains are now in &&ron the
Government could now Sydney Trains network.
earn a tidy profit from the “Customers are starting to see more and more W atght
Waratah train project across Sydney, including the Western Line,” stabeister for
which was once thought totransport, Gladys Berejiklian, said.
be doomed but has turned. 1 he last train is expected to be delivered to md‘mrams_ln
. . 2014, which will mean around 95% of the timetakilegt will
around into a production i . N
be air-conditioned.
success story. The bank facility providers involved in the projeate NAB,

The company was due to hand over the first Wardtah

th

S

Westpac, Mizuho Bank and Sumitomo Mitsui Banking

Initially set up by the lemma ALP government in 80@he Corporation.

Reliance Rail PPP consortium is now fully funde_da,vihg For an exclusive with Downer Rail on the Warataboxery
made the last drawdown payment on a $357m banktyacn story see the Spring print edition of Rail Express.
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Historical Disasters.

RAILWAY DISASTER 19 July 1910

COLLISION AT RICHMOND. ATRAGEDY IN THE FOG.
TRAIN OVERTAKEN AT PLATFORM CARRIAGES
TELESCOPED.

CARNAGE AND DESTRUCTION.
NINE KILLED: 114 INJURED.




a bare half-minute in front of him the Brighton raih wa

feeling its way along 14 minutes behind time. Heeaoun

the curve into Richmond station searching for seighat of hi

signals, and only discovered, when a carriage leagiay tha
he was steaming into the rear of a stationary .tridiwas to

late then to avert disaster. Had it oc- curred lmnedred yard
further along the line both trains would probablvé bee
precipitated over the bridge into the street 2béilow. As it
was, it seemed little short of marvellous that thar carriage
of the Elsternwick train were not hurled by thectrof the
collision off the line into Swan-street.

For the present the fog must be set down as theecétuvas so
dense that the engineman could not see the sigrtasdriver
of the first train was gazing along the Richmondtiolrm. He
In the grey obscurity of the thick fog which ovenigucould not see the end of his train. He could seeabittle way
Melbourne yesterday morning, a dreadful disastek face atpast the rear of his engine and was wondering hewduld
the Richmond railway station. A train from Brightolelayed see his guard signal to him to move off. The fog Wacker in
far beyond its scheduled time, had just pulled wpthee Richmond and South Yarra than anywhere else aloadirte.
southern platform, when another train, from Elstéch—on It had drifted in dense banks across the flaimfthe river
the same line—came up out of the fog and crashedtire Passengers in the train declare that they coutdsee the
stationary train. Two carriages were telescopeaahe-in eachground from the carriage windows, and that whererstHeft
train—and their passengers piled in crushegpseh deadthe carriages they seemed to step from the cardageinto a
and dying. The fog clung thickly round them. Peoph the grey wall. The passengers in the rearmost carriagethe
platform knew what had happened only by the cragh the Elsternwick train sat talking for 10 minutes aftee accident.
screams of terror and agony. Help was soon at halwvly They felt the jolt of the sudden stoppage, but gtges ar
the wreckage was torn away, and those imprisdnedl expected on a foggy day. Eventually some of thefinthe
released. Then the tale of dead and in- jured esvasited. compartments and walked along the iron parapdief/taduct
Nine people had been killed—five men, three waonand into the station. There the sun, struggling throtlghfog, laid
one boy —while 33 had been so severely idjuras to bare the horror of the tragedy.

require surgical attendance at the  railway ptatfoThe

number of those whose injuries had been regarteto a

late hour last night was 114.

For a time the fog mercifully hid the grim horroits had

caused. Then it lifted and the sun showed mutildiedies

stretched on the permanent way and the platforres@twere NINE KILLED IN SHOCKING TRAIN

the dead, who needed no attention. From the rditisectrain,

with the help of puny axes, saws, and bars, mene wer DISASTER AT VIOLET TOWN

heroically struggling to free those who were stilhned ingyteRAVII]I=Ian (N e RETelele Ty TR TSN el WEE g T 10y
agony. The rear train had suffered most. So lontheenging Nt ER L R e railway accident that oeclion 7 Feb)

had ground its way into the standing train thosehie eight 1 he McDiarmids R . . |
crowded carriages behind it had been safe. Buithement itS ruary 1969 neart e Mce |arn_1|ds. oad crossing, apprately
1 km south of Violet Town, Victoria, EN.

dreadful progress was arrested the strain of tlelesu stop
brought death and danger to them, too. The old tgpe o ]
carriages could not stand the pressure. They dreparse, Terrifying spectacle as speeding Southern

only kept in use because the traffic compels thpleyment of Aurora and Goods Train Crash Head-on

every "coach" in running order. That the departnmigrtive to _ . )
. . . . Nine people were killed and about 50 others wermdybhurt
their being obsolescent is proved by the way thestraction when the Southern Aurora and a goods train coll or

of new carriages is being hurried on at Newport. . ] ;
In three places throughout the line of carriagesddend dying about half-a-mile on the Euroa side of Violet T.O rtly
after 7 a.m. on Friday. It was one of the most agmsal and

were found. Some of the scenes were horrible.id3odere . i i the hi fthe A licai
crushed out of all recognition. Heads were masbhepulp. tragic accidents in the history of the Australiaways ang

And these mangled bodies were found mixed up -ﬂqt_ainly the worst ever in this part of Victoria. . .
splintered timbers, twisted ironwork, and agonizemvivors. At Tirst the casualty I.'St was expecte_d to be_ m_bcgher and i
Doctors and nurses were speedily on the scene.liSsigf was a remarkable thing that more did not die imaslt of such

blankets and brandy had been obtained as sooreasetkten magnitude.

of the accident was appreciated. Until the doctame in A doctor said that the wonderfully strong constrimh of the
reply to telephone messages, the porters and saibificials | Australian-built train no doubt saved many lives
rendered what aid they could.

Exactly how the accident occurred has not yet bg?_%nt rai louahed int h oth ith -
determined. The time records seem to show tbat the time ' '€ WO trains pioughed into each other with a &mKg

the Brighton train left South Yarra station untilet collision Impact as most passengers were preparing to ezkfase The

actually took place the Elsternwick train was chagp'mpact crushed 'ghe first two sleeping carriagetmipig_ most o
stealthily on to it from the depths of the fog.eTdriver of the the passengers in the wreckage. The third sleegimnge and

second train appears to have had no knowledgeedtt that the dining and lounge cars were thrown from thekrand

[2]

11°




finished on top of the express engine. Lorna Newell, 14, and her mother, Mrs Nora Newéll, of
As screaming passengers in the carriages foughfrge Doveton; John Bowden, 50, Aurora driver, of Wodarigaris

themselves an explosion rocked the train's powar Within Reddick, 60, Bendigo; Frederick McKenzie, 50, Aaror

minutes fire swept through seven carriages. It stated thatconductor, Sydney; Alan George Wilson, Sydney; Mainyg,
following the tremendous crash a great ball of blamoke 46, of Sydney.

shot up. On Friday night rescuers worked by floodlight thgbaut the
When the fire swept through the carriages, passeng®ke night. They used bulldozers, cranes and oxy aaqt
windows and jumped from the train. Others triedrée thoseequipment to tear the wreckage apart. As they cdnthe
who were trapped but were forced to leap for theés when wreckage they faced a new problem - hundreds btsegrs.
the heat became too intense. Line open in 24 hours

The sound of the crash was heard three miles awdywake At 7.30 a.m. on Saturday another Southern Auroeavied

some people still asleep at Violet Town. along the reconstructed line through piles of tedstwreckage

A railway ganger a few hundred yards from the craséne and rubble. Many Valiant cars were found buriea iB0-foot
said the train seemed to explode on impact. hole beneath an engine.
“At first | thought she'd exploded”, he said. “Bilien | heardlIt has been stated that it will cost the State a§d,6500,000 t¢
the people screaming. | yelled to my mate to come lzelp replace the Aurora.
me”. It was expected that by today practically all sigfishe crask
“We ran along the carriages breaking windows tdHetpeoplewill be removed, crushed carriages, etc., havingnbaken tc
out. When she caught fire there was nothing weccdol’, he the railway workshops.
added. People of the district were magnificent
The fireman on the goods train, Armfried Bendek&, @f Much has been written and said about the work afynmeeople
Wodonga, jumped from the guards van seconds bef@ewho co-operated marvellously as a team to do alt thas
crash. Mr Bendeke, who broke his arm and was sbvepessible to cope with a disaster of great magnitide feel the
bruised, said he had looked up and saw the Aureaify praise is very well deserved and shows the abitify
down on his train. Australians generally to rise to the occasion irchswan
“When | hit the ground, the first thing | did was tun to the emergency.
Aurora and smash windows,” he said. “It was nofluirgtarted They included medical men and nurses, firemen, cpg
to pull one of the passengers clear that | realisgdarm wastelephonists, railway employees, council worker®BGC SEC
broken,” he said. and PMG men, Red Cross members of civil defence
Passengers who escaped from the leading sleepiadodé of disaster organisations, ministers, rescue squad b
a "slow motion" ride as the carriages were throwomf the Forestry Commission etc., and the ordinary menvamhen in
track the street. All pulled their weight.
In an article on another page, our Violet Town esponden
comments on the effort made in coping with
situation.
All content copyright © Euroa Gazette Newspapers ahiits
respective contributors, 2013. All rights reserved.

Violet Town people quickly on the scene.
The Violet Town residents, who were on the scenthiwi
minutes of the accident happening, did a marvellmls in

people soon arrived from surrounding areas and tedged
carry on the good work.

Some of the injured were not freed for some hodtitexr dhe
crash. Almost 50 were admitted to Benalla, Mooraog
Wangaratta and Euroa hospitals, 12 being the nuatifuroa.
On Saturday, about 36 were still in hospital and vedre
reported to be satisfactory. On Monday only 20 were
hospital.

Those killed The Remains of S316 at the scene, it is amazing#saalties
It was not until Monday that the names of two & tlead wereand deaths were so low and a testament to the menvamen
released. They were Lawrence Norman Rosevears,of30nvolved in the rescue operation.

Wodonga, the driver of the goods train; and Kathl&ary

Vidler, 58, of Brisbane. The others identified earlwere:
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November 29, 2013
By: Adam Carey
Transport Reporter for The Age

Metro has expressed its regret after a 72-year-old grandmother,
who had no more than 10 seconds to load her two small
grandchildren and bags onto a train, was left stranded on the
platform while the children were carried away without her.
On November 3, Clare Hassard, 72, was at Southern Cross
Station, attempting to board a Frankston-bound train with her
granddaughters, aged four and five, when the doors closed
while she bent down to pick up her luggage.
A Metro investigation of the incident using CCTV footage found
less than 11 seconds elapsed between the last passenger
exiting the door, Ms Hassard and her grandchildren were
entering and the driver closing the train doors.

The train doors were open for 18 seconds

in total,

and it took 13 seconds for the doorway to clear and for Ms
Hassard to help the children on board. She then walked to the
yellow safety line to collect her bag, but within five seconds the
doors had closed, and three seconds later the train departed.
Another adult on the train accompanied the children to Flinders
Street Station, where the family was reunited with the
assistance of Metro staff.

Metro took until Friday, 26 days, to respond to a complaint by
Ms Hassard's son Anthony Ryan, who is also the children's
father. Mr Ryan was left furious by Metro's delay in responding
to his complaint, and by an eventual response he considered
patronising.

In a written response, Metro senior customer relations
co-ordinator Shayne Honey, expressed regret over the incident
but provided a list of "travel tips", such as boarding the first
carriage when travelling with children, and to be ready to enter
the train as soon as it approaches the station.

Mr Honey concluded: "We again reiterate our sincere regret
that our door closing procedures did not meet your
family’s expectations on this occasion and we look forward to
restoring your confidence in travelling with us at the next
opportunity.”

Metro said it was still investigating the case.
But Mr Ryan said the operator was putting
its desire to meet the timetable ahead of
passenger safety.

In a written response to Metro, seen by Fairfax Media, he wrote
that his family had had the fright of their lives.

"The results could have been disastrous
in the extreme, and it took you a month
to sugar coat the biggest load of drivel |
have read in some time, rather than
admitting that you are rushing your
services in a dangerous manner on top
of saving money by removing assistant
staff from trains and platforms that
should be supervising embarkation,"
Ryan wrote.

Mr

Dec. 10, 2013, midnight
By SARAH DEAN
The Border Mail

A BORDER grandmother has slammed the V/Line service after
it took almost an hour to travel between Albury and Wodonga
on Saturday afternoon.
Lorraine Heriot said the train had then crawled at snail's pace to
Springhurst where passengers were transferred to buses for the
rest of the trip to Melbourne. “We crawled to Springhurst,” she
said of her seven-hour journey.
Mrs Heriot, of Wodonga, said V/Line had said the delay was
due to signals malfunctioning at Albury. “The staff were
wonderful and it was not their fault,” she said. But Mrs Heriot
was furious she had to walk about 200 metres with her luggage
to board a bus. “I am on holidays, so | had a huge case | had to
drag down a gravel track,” she said. “It was hot and | am not
young. “l also have a bad hip, knee and back and was
exhausted. “It's just not good enough.”
Mrs Heriot said an express bus to Melbourne had filled quickly.
“I had to go on the other bus that was to stop at all stations,”
she said. “We boarded the train at 1pm and | reached
Melbourne about 8pm, after stops at Wangaratta, Benalla,
Seymour and Avenel.”
Her husband, Tony, also was unimpressed with the fiasco.
“They are talking about fast trains and they
can't even run a slow train,” he said.
“People need to be reminded of this
on-going saga and something needs to
happen.”

A V/Line spokesman said the Australian Rail Track Corporation,
which manages the tracks and signals, had lost all signalling to
the line. “To ensure passenger safety, we could only run the
train at 25km/h,” he said. “The corporation was unable to
restore signalling so V/Line decided to get the train to the next
station. “Springhurst is not ideal to get coaches to, but it was
important to get customers on to coaches rather than limp on to
the next station (Wangaratta).

The spokesman said V/Line had done its best to help
passengers transfer to buses but was unable to help everyone
with their luggage. “We are looking to the corporation for better
solutions when it comes to communication faults,” he said.
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THE previous Where Is It ...? [below right] was at Meanwhile if you think you know the location of
Werribee, on the Geelong line. the photograph on the opposite page, call the Union
Office on 9682 1122 or toll free on 1800 134 095.
The pic, of an Up train, is looking in the Down

direction. The photographer is unknown. If you answer correctly (only one guess per
competition) your name will go into a hat and the
The winner with the correct answer was Fred winners, one Sparks and one Loco, will be drawn
Ward from V/Line..Congratulations. There were no two weeks from distribution of the current Loco
guesses from the Sparks this time. Lines. Prizes can include a Union mug, or a cap.
Good luck!
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Received anonymously by the Loco Division, na
quite sure what it means, what do you think?

*kkk

DearNot Good Enough

| don’t know if you are aware, the Local Delega
at Metro drive trains for the first half of the &h
and then try to full fill their duties as office ders
and they’re currently being targeted by Metro
prevent them being able to represent you. We
try to do our best and sometimes the Ur
representatives are occupied with other mat
The main thing is that your call was returned
the matter was dealt with.

Locomotive Division.
*kk*k
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Thank you Maltese Falcon for your en
but | don’t think we want to take it up t
nose either. In fact this is a serious ma
Rodney Oaff, a driver of many yes
experience, is currently undergoing a se
of tests and at this stage seems to
making a recovery. We want to wish h
all the best and a full recovery.

From the Loco Division

*kkk
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Dear Metro Member,

| can report that Jim Chrysostomou and Paris Jalye met with Metro Management and put forward
requirements of our female members in regards tlmmums. | am aware that Metro doesn't seem to
an official direction for its Line Managers wittsisupply of maternity wear. The issue may end upg
taken up in a tribunal, perhaps the Fair Work Cossion or other tribunals to get Metro to take
responsibility seriously. Remember not that long &gtro was trumpeting how committed they are
female drivers. One of the Metro office bearerd wohtact you directly.

Marc Marotta.

*kkk
| don’t think | have heard of a more despicable act

A driver from V/Line diagnosed with terminal canceiith
months to live has been named by another V/lin@edrior

annual leave swap in 2015. When a check was dotte thve
terminally ill driver, he was not asked to swap.

Signed Marc Marotta
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Name of item Price
Polar Fleece zip up jumpe $48.00 each
Color logo '

Sweat Jumper

(Dark Blue) $45.00 each
Color logo

Polo T-shirts

(Dark Blue) $45 each
Color logo

Bomber Jackets
(Dark Blue with Leather
look sleeves) $105.00 each
Color logo
By special order

Caps
With small yellow $7.95 each
RTBU logo
Mugs $3.50 each
Badges $3.50 each
Keyrings $3.50 each

Men of the Footplate:
One Hundred and Thirty

Years of Railway Trade $10 each
Unionism 1861-1991
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Level 6, 1 Elizabeth St, Melb. 3000 | Freecall : 1800 134 095

Fax: 9682 3344 | Email: reception@rtbuvicloco.com.au




